such workshops as “Seaweed Diversity and Applications” and “Coral Observation”
students were guided through citizen science practices, including field sampling,
eco-material reuse, and the making of agar jelly and seaweed-inspired keychains—

practices linking research with community-based marine conservation activities.

On the second day, the students visited a local fishing village, to learn directly
from fishermen about ecological practices, traditional knowledge, and the realities
of marine livelihoods. The group discussed how climate change affects ocean
resources and fisheries and explored the Regional Discovery Center to gain a
better understanding of the historical evolution of Taiwan’s fishing industry and
the diverse social roles within fishing communities. Researchers also shared their
fieldwork experiences, encouraging students to connect marine science with

personal reflection, creativity, and values-driven action.

The program concluded with a reflection session, where participants engaged in
intercultural discussions and exchanged insights on tackling several persistent
global challenges, such as climate change, sustainable fisheries, and coastal

community resilience.

Professor Chia-Ying Ko, Director of the International Master’s Program

in Biodiversity, urged students to embrace and advance the spirit of the
program. “Let this ocean experience remind you to see marine science from
multiple perspectives, to build international bridges, and to pursue innovative,

interdisciplinary solutions for our shared ocean future,” she remarked.

This initiative exemplifies NTU’s and NMMST’s shared commitment to nurturing
future leaders capable of advancing ocean sustainability through the integration of

science, culture, and community.

Prof. Chia-Ying Ko, Director of the IMPB, presenting a
token of appreciation to the NMMST co-organizers and
discussing future collaboration opportunities.

Associate Dean of NTU’s International College, Professor
Kuo-Hsin Yang, leading a team of IMPB faculty to meet
with NMMST representatives for further partnership

planning.

Students learn about seaweed diversity and create
seaweed-themed keychains as keepsakes.

Participants conducting coral observation fieldwork at
Chaojing Park.

Students engaging with researchers in open discussion,

considering new ways to connect local knowledge and
scientific thinking.



